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PLAIN  QUESTIONS,  ^c. 

<  « 


Friends  and  CountryMen, 

\  T  this  time,  when  fo  much  pains  is  t;ikcn  to  mi(- 
/l.  lead  and  hurt  you,  there  needs  no  apology  ironl 
any  man  of  common  fenfe  for  giving  you  advice,  and 
telling  you  his  mind.  1  am  no  arguer  no*'  P®  nician  ; 
but  1  know  truth,  and  can  fee  aflate  of  fails  as  well  as 
thofe  who  are ;  and,  in  that  view,  I  beg  leave  to  put  lome 
queftions  to  you  and  _yoar  friends, 

I.  Thefe  gentlemen' endeavour  to  perfuade  you,  that 
vou  are  an  oppreffid  and  a  mijeriible  people.  a 
vou.  Did  you  know  this  before  they  informed  you. 
and  what  kind  of  mifery  and  oppreffion  can  it  be  which 
the  fufferer  did  not  feel  or  find  out  for  himfelf,  but  mu., 
learn  from  another  perfon,  and  that  other  a  Itrangcr 
to  him  and  his  fituation  ? 

I  would  afk  you  too.  How  a  people  can  be  oppredcd, 
where  every  indufirious  man  receives  better  wages, 
has  a  better  houfe  over  his  head,  puts  better  clot.ies  on 
his  back,  and  better  meat  in  his  belly,  than  his  lather 

did  before  him,  or  ever  hoped  to  do?  _ 

Further,  I  would  alk  you.  What  is  the  difference 
between  your  fituation  now  and  two  years  ago,  when 
all  was  peace,  contentment,  and  good  humour,  among 
vou?  Is  there  any  difference  but  this,  that  the  coun- 
trv  has  improved,  and  trade  and  induftry  have  thriven 
ft// fafter  than  before  j  and  that,  looking  to  oar  neigh- 
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boor  kingdom,  France,  we  have  flill  more  caufe  of 
thankfulnefs  to  Providence,  that  we  are  not,  like  her,- 
laid  wade  with  war  and  murder,  and,  in  all  points,  going 
on  from  bad  to  worfs,  in  the  highway  to  perdition  ? 

Have  you  not  too  the  fame  good  King  upon  the 
throne,  whom,  not  four  years  ago,  the  whole  nation 
prayed  for  as  for  a  father  ?  and  what  has  he  done  fmce, 

(I  challenge  his  enemies  to  tell  you,  if  they  can),  that 
you  fliould  now  cry  out  againil  him  as  a  tyrant  and  op- 
preflor  ? 

♦ 

II.  But  (fay  your  friends)  you  are  oppreffed,  be* 
^aufe  the  nation  is  loaded  with  heavy  taxes,— And  out 
of  whofe  pockets,  I  afk  you,  do  thofe  taxes  chiefly  come  ? 

- — From  thofe  who  have  wherewith  to  pay,  or  thofe 
who  have  it  not?  The  houfe,  window,  and  land ’taxes  jy 
the  tax  on  offices,  carriages,  faddle-horfes,  and  fervants,  l 
the  taxes  on  all  the  coflly  articles  of  drefs,  or  furniture^  | 
or  living,  are  thde  paid  by  the  landholders  and  the  rich, 
or  by  the  labouring  people,  who  have  no  fuch  things 
belonging  to  them?  Some  taxes,  I  grant  you,  there  ^ 
are,  which  are  paid  by  all,  but  flill  only  in  proportion 
to  their  means.  And  for  what  reafon  have  your  wages 
tifen,  but  becaufe  your  expence  of  living  is  greater, 
owing  to  thofe  very  taxes.  Take  off  thofe  taxes,  and  ^ 
down  fall  your  usages — where  is  your  profit  then  ?  ^ 

Eefides.  How  are  thefe  friends  of  yours  to  take  off 
thefe  taxes  ?  By  declaring  the  nation  bankrupt  (fay 
they),  and  flrlking  ofl'  the  national  debt — and  indeed  it 
is  clear,  that  while  the  debt  remains,  fa  mufl  the  taxes 
to  pay  the  interefl.  Now,  pray,  where  would  be  our 
relief  in  that  ?  The  creditors  of  the  nation  are,  for  the 

mofl 

*  Tt  is  a  well-known  (hut,  I  dare  fay,  your  friends  have 

concealed  it  from  you.)  that  over  all  Europe, ^wherever  taxes  are 
^ew,  there  wages  are  low  in  proportion  ;  and  the  cafe  would  be  th® 
with  you  if  our  taxes  w  ere  ieffeiied. 
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moft  part  our  own  people — Britlfli  fabje^ls  and  abo\ 
all,  thqy  are  our  own  tradervS,  mann^?^t’irers,  and  ar- 
tids,  who  have  trufted  to  the  nation,  as  t )  a  fafe  ha  'k, 
the  favings  and  earnings  of  the  indaidry  of  rheir  wIio'k' 
lives.  All  thefe  honed  and  worthy  people  yon:  retonn- 
ers  are  to  cheat  and  beggar  at  one  blow.  And  fa/n  ca¬ 
pital  remedy  turns  out  to  be,  that  we  are  to  ruin  one  ..  .  l 
of  our  people,  .in  order  to  relieve  the  otner ;  wh  ),  •  as  I 
have  faid  above,)  will  be  jud  where  they  were,  by  the 
of  wages,  after  all— An  excellent  fpeciinen  this,  both 
the  wifdom  of  thofe  politicians,  and  of  their  notions  u 
honedy  and  judice  1 

III.  They  tell  you  next,  you  are  onpreded  be- 
caufe  the  public  money  is  thrown  away  on  tne  expen- 
ces  of  a  Court,  and  in  great  falaries  to  officers  and  p;cce- 
men.  This  is  a  plaufible  thing  to  fay;  but  the  amver 
is  very  plain,  and  I  bring  the  thing  hom^  to  you  at 
once.  How  would  you  look  upon  a  Sherirr  or  a  Lord 
of  Seflion  that  could  not  keep  a  decent  coat  on  his 
back,  or  upon  a  King  that  had  none  to  wait  upon  or 
attend  him?  If  men  in  places  of  trud  were  rot  fuili- 
ciently  paid,  who  of  any  education  or  abilit)  ,  Oi  " 

worthy,  would  take  thofe  places  ? — Ot  what  fervice  coiud 
fuch  mean  magidrates  be  ?  \Vho  would  anlwer  or  obey 
them,  or  be  afraid  of  their  autnority  ?  or  \vno  v/ou  d 
put  any  faith  in  either  their  honedy  or  fkill,  or  coa.d 
they  prove,  as  they  are  meant  to  be).,  a  terror  to  evn- 
doers,  and  a  praife  to  them  that,  do  well?  1  here  is  no 
one  of  you,  gitted  with  any  fenfe,  but  knows  and  fees,  as 
well  as  1  who  tell  you,  that  without  fome  Ihow  and  date 
the  profligate  and  evil-doer  is  not  to  be  kept 
Difficult  enough  it  is  to  awe  him,  even  with  that  auuHnee. 
The  cafe  is  jud  the  fame  in  all  the  other  forts  of  oiuce  ; 
you  mud  pay  the  men  well,  or  you  can  have  none  but 
knaves  to  ferve  you,  who  will  foon  cheat  the  date  and 
the  people  out  of  twenty  times  the  fum,  that  nas  been  favea 

upon  their  falaries. 
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IV.  What  fay  your  friends  next?  That  you  are  ndt 
a  free  people^  yoM  have  no  vote  in  the  choice 

of  the  members  of  Parliament,  Now,  my  friends,  if  the 
want  of  that  is  the  want  of  freedom,  then  are  you  only 
in  the  fame  condition  with  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of 
thofe  whom  the  reformers  chufe  to  call  your  oppreflbrs. 
l.he  richefl  manuladturer,  merchant,  or  farmer;  a  write^lt 
or  an  advocate ;  a  furgeon  or  phyfician ;  a  minifter  of^ 
the  gofpel,  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Seffion  or  Jufticiary,  as  little  has  any  of  thefe  a  vote, 
unlefs  he  has  land,  or  bears  office  in  a  burgh.  So, 
at  the  very  worft,  thefe  perfons,  according  to  this  no¬ 
tion  of  freedom,  are  all  flaves  along  with  you  ;  yet  (with 
a  very  few  exceptions)  all  thefe  orders  of  perfons  are 
content  with  their  lot,  and  are  making  no  complaint  on 
the  fubjedt. 

But,  when  your  friends  tell  you,  tlM  votings  and 
this  alone,  is  freedom,  they  tell  you  a  falfehood.  True 
freedom  is  freedom  from  injury.  It  is  the  protedlion  of 
Law,  in  life,  perfon,  property,  and  reputation.  Which 
protedfion  who  is  there  among  you,  the  loweft  and 
moft  deflitute,  nay,  the  moft  vicious  and  criminal,  that 
does  not  enjoy  to  fuch  fullnefs  and  degree,  as  was 
never  enjoyed  in  any  country  but  ours  ?  Not  the  moft 
notorious  mifereant  and  robber,  whom  a  whole  coun¬ 
try  willies  to  be  rid  of,  but  muft  have  his  folemn  and 
experifive  trial,  and  fuffer  a  convidion  on  full  lawful 
proof,  by  verdid  of  his  country,  e’er  the  higheft  au¬ 
thority  in  the  land,  even  the  King  himfelf,  can  touch 
a  hair  of  his  head.  In  a  land  where  this  is  fo,  to  tell 
the  honeft  and  induflrious  man  that  he  is  not  free — -he 
whom  both  State  and  King  are  for  their  own  fake  in- 
terelfed  to  encourage,  is  an  impofttion  and  infult  to 
his  common  fenfe.  Who  can  take  any  thimg  from  him .? 
Who  can  conflrain,  hurt,  or  meddle  with  him  in  his 
outgoings  or  incomings,  or  in  any  of  his  connedions  or 
concerns  ?  He  has  freedom  of  thought  and  confcience— 
freedom  of  fpeech  and  writing — freedom  of  condud  and 
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aaion ;  fo  he  but  walk  by  the  feripture  rule  of  doing 
as  he  would  be  done  by.  It  is  fecurity  in  thefe  points 
that  makes  the  jytcdotfiy  becaufe  it  is  thefe  that  make 
the  of  the  rational  and  well  difpefed^  man. 

As  to  a  vote  or  fliare  in  the  government,  that  is  not 
matter  of  but  of  vunity  and  potvet",  whicn  oniy 

and  the  proud  man  is  anxious  for,  to  fatisfy 
his  felf-conceit,  and  which,  God  knows,  are  trot  the 
wav  to  happinefs,  but  to  corruption  of  heart  and  vexa- 
tion  of  fpirit  ?  What  fignihes  (it  is  an  obvious  ques¬ 
tion),  how  or  by  whom  the  Parliament  is  cholen,  it 
itis  fuch  a  Parliament  as  fecures  the  people  in  the  a- 
bove-mentioned  fubftantial  enjoyments :  choofe  it  any 
way  you  will,  it  cannot  do  you  more  good.  Tnat  is  the 
end,  the  foie  end,  of  their  being  chofen  at  all ;  and  when 
we  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  end,  why  in  the  name  of  won¬ 
der  would  we  quarrel  with  the  means  by  which  we  have 

^*Do  but  look  about  you  and  fay,— thofe  fmall  burghs 
which  have  a  fhare  in  the  elections — what  the  better  arc 
they  for  it  ?  Such  a  place  as  Laud,  r,  for  inftance,  or  Jed¬ 
burgh,  Kintore,  or  Inverury,  and  many  others  which  fend 
a  member  to  Parliament ;  is  it  there  that  trade  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  are  thriving  ?  Or  is  it  at  Hawick,  Paifley, 
Greenock,  Manchefter,  and  Birmingham,  which  have  no 
fhare  m  eleOions  whatever  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  notorious, 
that  the  former  places  are  kept  mean  and  beggarly, _  and 
idle,  by  means  of  thofe  very  votes,  on  which  theie  friends 
of  yours  would  perfuade  you,  that  all  good  things  de¬ 
pend.  The  reafon  is  plain  ;  they  trull  to  thefe  votes, 

and  not  to  their  induftry,  tor  bread. 

Look  in  the  next  place  over  the  water,  to  that  coun¬ 
try,  (France)  which  thefe  fame  friends  of  yours  point 
out  to  you  as  a  pattern,  and  deferibe  as  a  Paradife ; 
and  take  your  choice  of  Britilh  freedom,  fuch  as  w-e 
have  it,  or  of  French  freedom  fuch  as  they  have  had 
for  thefe  two  years  paft.  There,- to  be  fure,  every  ^nian 
has  freedotn  of  vote  in  all  things.  And  along  with  it 
^  what 
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lias  he  more  ?  The  freedom  of  beirig  at  the 
liiercy,  in  all  things,  of  all  the  mifcreants  in  the  king^ 
dom  :  The  freedom  of  having  his  houfe  burned,  his 
goods  plundered,  his  wife  and  children  knocked  in  the 
head,  and  himfelf  tucked  up  at  a  lamp-poft,  without 

judge  or  trial,  or  time  to  fay  his  prayers. - And  all  at 

the  infligation  of  any  fcoundrel,  who  diflikes  his  face,  or 
who  owes  him  money,  or  has  taken  a  fancy  to  his  effedtsi 
Thefe  are  the  precious  fruits  of  the  French  Reform,  Is 
it  poffible  that  any  creature,  not  in  bedlam,  or  fit  for  it, 
can  think  fuch  a  ftate  defirable,  or  that  the  malice  of  any 
being  ^but  hamn  himfelf)  could  wi(h  fuch  mifery,  not  to 
fay  to  his  own  native  country,  but  to  any  country  or 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 

V.  Another  argument  of  your  friends  is  this,  AH 
men  fhould  fhare  in  the  government,  becaufe  all  are 
fit  for  it ;  and  of  all  things,  the  eafiefl  and  plainefl  is 
the  making  of  good  laws.^*  A  ftrange  difeovery  in* 
deed — that  a  thing  is  fit  for  all  men,  the  dullefl  and  mofi 
ignorant,  which  has  till  now  been  often  felt  too  much 
for  the  wifefl  and  moft  enlightened.  Has  any  of  you 
occafion  for  advice  in  his  own  affairs  ?  he  goes  to  the  beft 
fcholar  of  his  acquaintance,  or  to  the  befl  informed  and 
mofl  experienced  of  his  neighbours.  But  the  nation,  it 
feems,  is  to  be  advifed  in  its  affairs,  which  concern  us 
anil  all  our  children,  by  thofe  who  can  neither  write  nor 
read,  nor  had  ever  time  to  fpare  a  moment’s  thought 
from  the  care  of  their  own  fubfiflence.  To  teach  a  man 
to  make  a  fhoe,  or  fliape  a  coat,  you  bind  him  appren¬ 
tice  for  many  years,  and  on  no  other  terms  do  you  think 
him  worthy  to  enter  into  any  of  your  corporations ;  but 
he  may  be  free  of  the  great  corporation  of  government 
without  arty  apprenticefhip,  or  education,  or  trial  of  fldll ; 
and  the  making  of  wife  laws  to  rule  a  whole  land,  is,  it 
feems,  a  Jimyk  craft,  in  which  every  man  is  to  fet  up  for 
himfelf,  upon  his  own  flock  of  knowledge,  or  wath  no 
ffock  at  alL 

Flere  look  to  France  again,  and  fee  how  this  has  fuc- 
ceeded.  Following  this  plan,  has  not  that  great  country 
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landed,  m  the  courfe  of  three  years,  in  having  no  laws, 
no  government,  no  order  or  rule,  in  any  one  thing  of  ei¬ 
ther  private  or  public  concern 

In  fhort,  my  friends,  it  is  plain  common  ^  fenfe,  that 
fuch  affairs  are  only  fit  for  the  handling  of  men  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  condition,  who  have  leifure  to  think  about 
them,  and  to  make  themfelves  maftcrs  of  the  fubjed:| 
and  this  never  was  doubted  till  now. 

It  will  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  to  cry  out,  fas  thefe  re¬ 
formers  do),  that  Parliament  mull  be  reformed,  becaufe 
it  is  proftitute  and  corrupt. — Nothing  is  eafier  than  to  give 
foul  names  ;  ^nd  it  is  eafieft  to  thofe  who  have  dealt  longell 
in  the  pradfice  :  But  where  is  the  proof  of  the  charge  ? 
Has  not  the  nation  profpered  under  this  Parliament^ 
and  through  all  ranks  and  orders  of  the  people,  beyond 
example  ?  Where  is  there  a  country  fo  thriving,  and  fo 
happy,  fo  powerful,  and  fo  much  admired  by  other  na¬ 
tions  !  Has  not  the  money  of  all  Europe  been  flowing 
into  our  public  funds  ?  ai  e  not  the  diftreffed  and  perfe-* 
cuted  from  all  quarters,  at  this  moment,  flying  into  it 
for  refuge  ?  Know  the  tree,  1  fay,  from  the  produce  : 
It  cannot  be  a  poifonous  and  rotten  flock  that  produces 
fuch  abundance  of  excellent  and  wholefome  fruit.  1  afk, 
too,  where  are  the  cruel  and  unjuil,  or  arbitrary  law^s^ 
which  this  corrupted  Parliament  has  pafled  agaiiifl;  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  people  ?  That  there  are  none  fuch,  the  very 
proceedings  of  thefe  reformers  prove  :  For  if  Parliament 
were  they  would  be  jealous  too  \  and  to  rellrain 

the  liberty  of  fpeech  and  prefs,  would  be  the  firil  they 
Would  think  of.  No  one  would  he  allowed  to  w^ag  his 
tongue  againft  them,  as  now  is  done  every  where,  not  in 
holes  and  corners,  but  in  public  llreetS,  and  in  the  face 
of  day.  If,  however,  your  pretended  friends  go  on  in 
the  way  they  are  doing,  their  fedltious  pradices  mufl:  be 
reftrained.  and  every  honefl  man  will  wifh  Parliament  to 
reitrain  them,  and  to  prevent  them  from  ruining  you  and 
Us  all 

YL  Another  reafon,  it-  feems,  why  you  are  not  free^ 

is. 
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IS,  that  fome  have  great  efiates,  and  feme  have  none  at 
all.  But  let  thofe  levellers  anfw^er  this  :  How  were  great 
ellates  at  firfl  made,  but  by  induftry  and  good  fortune? 
and  who  will  be  induftrious  and  adlive,  if  he  and  his  are 
not  to  enjoy  his  gnins  ?  Would  they  have  a  law  made, 
to  hinder  a  poor  man  from  turning  rich,  as  numbers  a- 
mong  you  are  now  daily  and  happily  doing  ?  Obferve 
too  how  far  this  will  go.  If  a  Duke  or  Earl  has  not 
right  to  his  great  eftate,  what  right  has  the  portioncr 
or  feuer  in  any  village  to  his  ?  What  right  has  the 
f]:iopkeepcr  to  his  Ihop,  the  tenant  to  his  tack,  the  cor¬ 
poration  to  its  privileges  and  freedoms,  the  mafter-tradef- 
man  to  the  work  of  his  apprentices  and  fervants,  or  any 
working  man  to  his  comfortable  meal,  while  there  is  a 
beggar  in  the  ftreet  that  wants  it  ?  All  and  each  of 
thefe  rights  depend  on  the  eftabliflied  law  of  the  land, 
protecting  property  as  it  happens  to  Hand ;  Deftroy  it  as 
to  the  great  properties,  and  the  fmall  will  not  be  long  of 
following. 

Obferve  too  the  confequence. — For  who  but  the  rich 
take  off  the  rare  and  coHly  manufactures,  fo  various  that 
it  wmuld  take  a  day  to  tell  them  ?  And  what  then  is  to 
become  of  the  many  many  thoufands  who  find  their  bread 
in  the  making  of  thefe  articles  ? 

Obferve  too  the  impiety  of  this  equalizing  plan. — For 
fince  property  has  been  unequal  in  all  ages  and  countries, 
what  is  this  but  a  charge  agalnfl  Providence,  for  having 
ordered  and  directed,  from  the  beginning  of  time,  a  Hate 
of  injuflice  and  oppreflion  ? 

VIL  1  have  fecn  a  third  reafon  given  to  convince 
you  that  you  are  not  free,  namely.  That  there  is  a 
law  for  quelling  mobs  by  military  force.  But  what 
their  meaning  in  this  can  be,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive. 
Do  they  mean  to  fay,  that  a  mob  is  a  right  arid  law¬ 
ful  thing,  or  not  a  tiling  to  be  afraid  of,  or  that  they 
lliould  be  fuftfred  to  take  their  courfe,  burning,  plunder¬ 
ing,  and  deftroying  at  their  pleafure  ?  To  complain  of 
this,  then, "is  to  complain  of  being  proted;ed  againft  the 

moll 
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moll  dreadful  calamities  and  misfortunes,  and  that  the 
orderly  and  quiet  are  not  given  up  to  the  profligate  and 
abandoned.  It  is  to  complain  of  the  law,  and  ciyil  nu- 
ciftrate :  For  when  the  military  does  ad,  it  is  not  ot 
itfelf  or  by  its  own  authority,  but  by  order  ot  the  or¬ 
dinal^  civil  magiftrate,  in  whofe  hands  it  is  a  mere  in- 
ftrument,  jull  as  his  officers  and  conftables  are  on  any 

common  occafion.  i 

Vin.  Your  friends,  however,  affure  you,  that  they  are 

alfo  the  friends  of  order^  and  enemies  to  all  mobbing 
and  dillurbance.  Bnt  how  does  their  diflike  of  them 
appear  >  In  their  labouring  to  fill  your  minds  with  dil- 
content,  jealoufy,  and  rage  ;  with  an  opinion  that  you 
are  wronged,  fleeced,  and  oppreffed  ;  with  every  feel¬ 
ing,  in  ffioit,  to  make  you  defperate  and  impatient,  and 
to  move  you  to  exceffes.  ’Tis  juft  as  if  a  man  Inouid 
tofs  a  match  into  a  barrel  of  gun-powder  in  his  neig.i- 
bourns  houfe,  and  alTure  him  that  he  meant  no  hai  m, 
and  that  if  any  fire  fliould  happen  there,  he  might  de¬ 
pend  on  his  afTiftance.  So  far  their  diflike  of  tumults 
is,  however,  1  believe,  fincere,  that  they  will  not  ap¬ 
pear  in  them  perfonally  themfelves ;  that  is,  they  wi.l 
pufli  you  on  to  run  the  rifle  of  your  lives  and  perfons 
on  the  fpot,  and  leave  you  in  the  lurch  to  anfwer  thr 

law  for  your  attempt  thereafter. 

IX.  One  queftion  more  I  have  to  afk  you.  Wha 
fort  of  people,  in  general,  are  thefe  Reformers  in  thof 
articles,  by  which  you  commonly  diftinguifli  good  mei 
from  bad?  Are  they,  for  the  mofl  part,  the  mod:  rc 
fpe(5lable  and  worthy  perfons  in  your  town  or  quartet 
of  the  country?  Frugal  and  attentive  to  buflnels,  jufb 
in  their  dealings  and  thriving  in  their  trades,  decent 
and  exemplary  in  their  converfation  and  behaviour, 
pundlual  in  the  payment  of  their  debts,  indulgent  to 
their'fervantsand dependents,  dutiful.totbcii  laniilies,  and 
charitable  to  the  poor  ?  If  they  do  not  anfwer  this  de- 
feription,  you  are  furely  very  fimple  to  expedt  any  good 

from  them,  f 

Let 

+  What  can  be  the  reafon  why  the  Friends  of  the  People  ne¬ 
ver  publifh  a  lift  of  their  names  and  defignations  ?  Which  are  they 
afiiamed  of,  their  caiife,  or  themfelves  ?  Have  not  the  people  right 
tn  Irn.nw  who  their  friends  are  ?  - 


Let  me,  before  I  conciiide,  give  you  one  found  piece 
©f  advice.  Be  always  fufpicious  of  great  promifes, 
and  of  the  man  who  pretends  too  high  a  zeal  and  con¬ 
cern  in^o^r  caufc,  when  it  is  not  hu  caufe,  and  where 
there  is  no  natural  call  on  him  fo  to  do.  That  man, 
depend  upon  it^  has  fecret  and  interefted  ends  of  his 
own  to  drive;  for  it  is  not  in  human  nature  that  one 
man  fhould  take  great  trouble,  and  run  great  riiks, 
,nnd  make  great  facnfires,  for  perfons  he  is  a  dranger  to, 
and  with  whom  he  has  no  connedion.  Take  my  word 
for  it,  all  this  fupport  from  people  above  yr»u — all  this 
printing,  and  meeting,  and  fpeaking, — all  this  profter 
of  fupport  with  heart,  hand,  property,  and  perfon,  nei¬ 
ther  are  nor  can  be  without  feme  prolped  of  profit  to 
themfelves,  from  a  commotion  and  difturbance.  And 
what  the  motives  are,  you  can  be  at  no  gi  eat  lofs  to  fee, 
5fy(m  btu  lo(.k  at  the  men.  If  they  were  in  general  men 
cf  property  and  fubfiaiice,  holders  of  place  and  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  land,  or  having  profpedt  of  preferment  in  that 
way;  and  if  you  faw  them  laying  down  thefe  places 
and  employments,  or  putting  that  property  to  hazard, 
for  your  fake,  it  would  then  be  forne  earnefl:  of  their 
linccrity  and  good  intentions.  But  you  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  this  is  not  the  cafe.  That  fome 
fincere  and  well  intentioned,  but  deluded,  perfons  are 
aniongft  them,  1  am  indeed,  in  charity,  bound  to  be¬ 
lieve;  but  for  the  greater  part  of  thefe  pretended  pa¬ 
triots,  is  it  not  public,  that  they  are  cither  needy  men, 
who  have  no  poiilffions  to  venture,  or  men  who  have 
been  mortified  in  their  ambitious  or  greedy  projects,  and 
who  having  thus  forfeited  all  title  to  favour  or  advance¬ 
ment,  are  delirous  of  change  or  commotion,  in  the 
hope  that  things  may  be  turned  upfide  down,  and  fo 
themfelves  brought  to  the  top, 

M’hat  is  mofl  material,  and  the  beft  tonchftone  of  a- 
ny — Of  what  principles  are  they  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion  J  Freethiniiers,  Unitarians,  Socinians,  and  the  a- 

poftl^s 


t  *• 
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poftles  of  1  know  not  how  many  new'  creea’s,  made  af-»‘ 
ter  th -fir  own  conceit  and  fancy.  Some  of  them,  indeed, 
go  a  Ibep  farther,  a^id  have  fieed  themfelves  from  what 
they  call  the  packles  of  religion  altogether.  Fhis  is 
a  part  of  their  admiration  and  imitation  of  the  French* 
In  the  French  Affemblies^  yoacannot  but  have  remarked, 
even  the  pretence  of  belief  in  a  God  or  a  future  flate  is 
ridiculed  and  laid  allde.  The  abufes  of  their  religion 
may  be  fonie  excufe  for  their  errors  and  extravagancies. 
But  what  fhuli  be  our  excufe  who  profefs  the  true  and 
rhe  refovuied  Te\igio\iy  it  we  take  thefe  wild  !and  wan* 
dering  light;  as  our  guides  upon  our  way. 

Let  nte  here  conclude.  You  know  thefe  things  to 
be  tijae-’-^Make  tiie  right  ufe  of  them  betore  it  be  too 
late.  know  how >011  are;  how  ill  you  may  makq 

yourfelv^,s  no  man  can  tell  you,  /  ^ 


A  FRIEND  OF  ORDEIi. 
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